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TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SANADS

relating to

THE TERRITORIES COMPRISED WITHIN, OR IN POLITICAL
RELATION

with the

CHIEF COMMISSIONERSHIP OF THE NORTH-
WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE,

—_——

The North-West Frontier Province was inaugurated on the gth Novem-
ber 19o1. It was formed by taking away from the Lieutenant-Governor-
ship of the Punjab the Mansahra, Abbottabad, and Haripur tahsils of
Hazara, the Peshawar and Kohat districts, the Bannu and Marwat tahsil s
of the Bannu district, and the Tank, Dera Ismail Khan, and Kulachi
tahsils of the Dera Ismail Khan district, with the exception of 33 villages
at the southern extremity of the Kulachi tahsil. One of these villages,
Naranji, was subsequently, in 1902, transferred to the North-West Fron-
tier Province.

The Chief Commissionership also includes in its control the Dir, Swat
and Chitral, the Khyber, the Kurram, the Tochi, and the Wana Political
Agencies.

The line of the north-western frontier of the province may be taken to
start from the head of the Kaghan valley. It then passes round the north-
western boundary of Hazara and along the left bank of the Indus to Torhela,
where it crosses the river and winds round the northern and north-western
boundary of the Peshawar valley to the Khyber pass. Leaving the Khyber
pass it skirts the Afridi hills as far as Kohat, and passes round the western
boundary of that district and along the Samana ridge overlooking the Miran-

zat valley. The frontier then passes round the Wazir hills by Bannu ta
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2 North-West Frontier Province. Part 1

the Gomal river, where it meets the Baluchistan Agency. To the west of
such a line there are numerous independent or semi-independent tribes,
who have a total of over 180,000 fighting men. ~All these tribes, from
Hazara to Dera Ismail Khan and the northern limits of the Baluchistan
Agency, are, with a few insignificant exceptions, of Pathan origin.

Before describingin detail the relations subsisting between the British
Government and the principal tribes, it will be convenient to give a short
general sketch of border Listory.

The Sikh method of administering the border tribes was of the loosest
description, Strong forces were maintained at the head-quarters of districts,
round which a semblance of authority existed ; next followed a belt of country
owning a doubtful allegiance, and paying revenue at uncertain intervals
under compulsion; at a further distance from the garrisons the shadowy
power of the Sikh governors faded away till it was difficult to say whether
the villages were independent or not; and lastly came the tribes who openly
asserted their independence. The Sikhs looked mainly to the realisation of
the revenue ; for the rest the tribes conducted matters in their own way, and
retained their own wild laws and relations with their neighbours in the hills.
Between the independent hill country and the settled tracts of Sikh days
there intervened a kind of debateable country, the residents of which, save for
the periodical visits of the revenue-collecting Sikh armies, were practically
independent ; with their sufferings at the hands of the hillmen the Sikhs had
no concern, and they were free to retaliate as they pleased on their enemies,
The Sikh armies rarely, if ever, penetrated so far as to inflict punishment on
the tribes in the hills. The latter consequently fancied themselves uncon-
querable, and considered the plains their prey. On the annexation of the
Punjab in 1849 the margin of the settled country was pushed forward to the
verge of the frontier line, and the incursions of the hill men brought them at
once into conflict with a Government whose resources and power they were
unable to realise without the palpable lessons of retaliatory expeditions.

The frontier to the north was disturbed in the years 1849 to 1851 by
Mohmand marauders along the border of the Peshawar district from the
Swat to the Kabul rivers, and in the south by a sudden attack by the
Kasranis on thetown of Dera Fateh Khan. Further incursions and raids
followed in the next two years. The Saiyids of Kaghan, a remote glen of the
Hazara district, refused to pay revenue in 1852, but speedily gave way before
a show of force. In December 1851 Messrs. Carne and Tapp, of the Salt
Department, were cruelly murdered by Hasanzais on the south-western bor-
der of Hazara, within the British boundary. A force subsequently entered
the Hasanzai cettlements on the Black Mountain and exacted retribution,



Part 1 North-West Frontier Province, 3

In the Peshawar district the Mohmands continued to rob and plunder, led on
by the Khan of Lalpura, who had been hostile during the occupation of
Afghanistan in 1839, and had been deposed, but had regained his position on
the departure of the British troopsin 1841. A force from Peshawar destroyed
the border villages of the Mohmands, and forts were built at Michni and
Shabkadar to control them. After this the Mohmands, 6,000 strong, made
an incursion into the Peshawar district, but were defeated with loss by a
small detachment of British troops; they then made a temporary peace.

In the Kohat district the tract of Miranzai, a narrow valley to the west
of Kohat, was annexed in 1851 at the earnest entreaty of the inhabitants,
The Wazir and Shirani tribes gave some annoyance on the Kohat and
Bannu border, especially the former, who, in 1852, attacked the village of
Bahadur Khel in order to plunder the salt mines. They were repulsed by
the military police, and a fort was built at Bahadur Khel. Later in the year
a successful raid was made on the Umarzai section of the Wazirs for this
offence. Further south the Bozdars in force attacked a detachment of the
4th Punjab Cavalry at Vidor, near Dera Ghazi Khan: but the villagers
turned out and routed the marauders. In March 1853 it was resolved to
punish the Shiranis and Kasranis. The principal villages of these tribes were
destroyed, and they received a salutary lesson, which had a marked effect on
their future conduct. In 1853 the Afridis of the Kohat and Jowaki passes also
gave some trouble. After a time they gave in, agreeing to keep the Kohat
pass open for trade in consideration of a fixed allowance. In February 1855
the Basi Khel Afridis made an unprovoked attack upon an officer who was
encamped in British territory near their settlements. They were immediately
blockaded from the Peshawar district, and twice punished by attacks on
their villages. ~After being excluded from British territory for a year, and
after being heavily punished in the expeditions, they submitted and made
amends for their conduct. In this year the behaviour of the Michni Mohmands
again led to the destruction of their strongholds and to the confisca-
tion of the jagirs they had hitherto enjoyed in the Peshawar district. The
Orakzais, on the border of the Kohat district, were punished for misconduct
during the year; it was also found necessary to reduce the newly annexed
valley of upper Miranzai and the Kabul Khel Wazirs.

Throughout the crisis of 1857 the behaviour of the frontier tribes was
excellent, and numbers flocked down to take service. The wanton murder
of Captain Mecham znd raids by the Kabul Khel Wazirs in 1859 led to an
Elp-edition into their settlements, in the course of which the clan was
punished and the murderers were hanged shortly afterwards. In the spring
of 1860, the Mahsud Wazirs were punished in consequence of a bold raid on
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the town of Tank. The Britishtroops, repelling a resolute night attack on
their camp by the Mahsuds, marched through the Wazir country, and after
some demur the Mahsuds accepted the terms offered to them.

In the year 1863 occurred the first serious trouble on the frontier.
From a time before the annexation of the Punjab a colony of Hindustani
famatics, the relics of the party of Sa'iyid Ahmad, the Wahabi, who held
the city of Peshawar for a short time during the reign of Ranjit Singh, had
lived at Sitana on the Indus river. They professed to be preparing for a
holy war and received money and recruits from Hindustan and Bengal.
Their presence near the British border being objectionable, they were ex-
pelled from Sitana in 1858. They then moved to Malka, in the Mahaban
range, which flanks the north-eastern corner of the Peshawar district. As
the peace of the border had for some years been disturbed by their fanati-
cal operations, it became necessary to eject them from that part of the
country. A force of 5,000 men advanced in October 1863 up the Ambela
pass with the intention of reaching Malka by a circuitous route. A tem-
porary check converted what might have been an easy march to Malka
and back into two months’ severe fighting in the difficult country at the
crest of the pass. The tribes had time to collect, and a large confederacy,
numbering from 15,000 to 20,000 men, was opposed to the troops, the con-
flict causing much excitement on both sides of the Peshawar border. By
December 1863, however, all opposition was overcome; ithe combination
was broken up, and Malka was destroyed. The Wahabis retired to a
village called Palosi, higher up the Indus.

The Mohmands took advantage of the Ambela campaign to enter the
Peshawar district in force, led by their Khans. They were, however, easily
defeated with loss. Since then they have settled down to peaceable rela-
tions with the British Government, which have been interrupted only by
isolated acts of offence, the chief being the murder of Major Macdonald,
Commandant of Fort Michni, in 1873, and an attack upon a survey party
which penetrated into the Mohmand hills during the late Afghan war. In
both cases full punishment was inflicted upon the offending sections.

The next four years after the Ambela campaign, from 1864 to 1868,
were a period of almost unbroken tranquillity on the frontier. In October
1868 the unsettled condition of the Agror valley, on the western border
of the Hazara district, and the hostile attitude of the neighbouring indepen-
dent tribes, terminating in an attack on the police post of Oghi in Agror,
made it necessary to send a force for the punishment of the inhabitants of

the Black Mountain range. This was effective and met with but trifling
resistance.
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From 1869 to 1877 occasional outrages were committed, and clans
were coerced by blockades or reprisals, but the affairs were relatively
unimportant and do not need special notice. These years witnessed the
lirst organisation of a frontier militia for the defence of the border. In
1876-77 the blockade of the Kohat pass Afridis caused some excitement.
The expedition against the Jowakis that followed is remg-kable, partly for
the number of troops employed, but chiefly as being the nrst occasion on
which the revolution effected by the breech-loader in border warfare
became apparent.

From 1877 to 1881 the frontier was abnormally disturbed, as it was
impossible that the strained relations of the British Government with the
Amir, Sher Ali Khan, and the war in Afghanistan, should not re-act upon
the tribes. In 1877 a raid on the Yusafzai border by Bunerwals, instigated
by Ajab Khan,a leading Khan in the Peshawar district, for which he was
hanged, exposed the evils of the system, which has now been abandoned,
of employing middlemen, residing in British territory, to conduct relations
between British officers and the frontier tribes. The course of the Afghan
war was also marked by raids on the Hazara border; attacks on the line
of communications in Kohat; and the burning of Tank by Mahsud Wazirs.
The Hazara and Kohat tribes were punished by fines and blockades ; the
Zaimushts of the Kohat district were coerced by an expedition ; and an
expedition in force was sent in 1881 against the Mahsud Wazirs, who were
compelled to make the reparation demanded. On the withdrawal of
British troops from northern Afghanistan and the Khyber in October 1880,
the pass was made over to the Afridis, who engaged to keep it open,
receiving allowances therefor, with the aid of a corps of Jezailchis raised
from the tribe.

Disturbances in the Buner country began in 1884, and were not settled
until 1887 ; expeditions were sent against the Black Mountain tribes in
1888 and 1891, while in the latter year another one was undertaken in
Miranzai in the Kohat district. In 1897 serious tribal disturbances occur-
red. Commencing in the Tochi, where the Political Officer’s escort was
treacherously ambuscaded at Maizar, they spread over the whole of the

northern frontier, necessitating a series of punitive ex

peditions on a large
scale.

In 1901-02 active opcrations were undertaken against the Mahsuds,
who had for some time been under passive blockade, and in the |
of 1902 the Darwesh KKhel Wavzir country was visited by
reprisal for a long series of offences committed b
laws whom they had harboured.

ate winter
columns as a
¥ these tribes and by out-
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Much progress has been made in strengthening the defence of the
border. In the Border Military Police Corps the Silladari system has been
abolished, and these corps have been brought to a considerable stage of
efficiency.

The Khyber Jezailchis have developed into the militia corps known
as the Khyber Rifles, and, with the occupation of the Kurram, sanction was
given in 1894 to raise the Kurram Militia to hold the valley. Two militia
corps known as the Northern and Southern Waziristan Militias were raised
in 1900 to bold the Tochi and Wana agencies, respectively. The last
regular troops were withdrawn from these agencies in the autumn of 1904,
and with the exception of the Dir, Swat and Chitral Agency, the remaining
agencies in the province are now garrisoned entirely by militia.

(I) PESHAWAR FRONTIER.

The principal tribes with which the British Government has had
dealings on the northern or Peshawar division of the frontier are the
Swatis, Yusafzais, Gaduns, Mohmands, Afridis, Orakzais, Zaimushts and
Turis, each of whom will be noticed in the following narrative.

1.—SWATIS.

The Swatis are not pure Pathans, but appear to be of Indian origin.
They formerly possessed the territories extending from the western branch
by the Hydaspes to near Jalalabad. They were gradually confined to nar-
rower limits by the Afghan tribes.” Retiring before the invasions of the
Yusafzais, who_ wrested from them Swat and Buner, they crossed the
Indus and settled in the tracts which they now occupy, vsz., Alahi,
Nandihar, Tikri, and the northern glens of the Hazara district, Kaghan,
Bogarmang, Konsh, Agror, and the Pakli plain. This migration was led
by Saiyid Jalal Babu in the beginning of the sixteenth century.

Alahi —Alahi is the mountainous country adjoining Kohistan, and
marching with Kaghan and the northern border of the Bogarmang glens.
It is occupied by a clan of Swatis called Tor or Thor, who do not possess
shares in the rest of the Swati country. Here, as in the rest of the Swati
possessions, the Saiyids and other religious fraternities hold about one-
fourth of the district.

In 1868, during the Black Mountain expedition, the Alahiwals attacked
onc of the survey camps. They were summoned to come in and answer
for this, but ncver did so.

In November 1874 the Alahiwals under Arsala Khan, in prosecution
of a feud with the Kohistanis, violated British territory. Retaliatory
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measures were taken and a blockade established. Finally, on the 24th
May 1875, the jirga of the Alahiwals came in, apologised, and paid a fne-
At the same time they entered into a written Agreement (No. 1) for
the maintenance of friendly relations for the future, and for the surrender
of property stolen from British territory. Arsala Khan himself did not,
however, tender his submission, and the agreement was never acted up to.

In November 1878 Arsala Khan attacked Battal in the Konsh valley,
carrying off some Hindu men and women, British subjects. This and
other raids committed in the succeeding month under the leadership of
Khawas Khan, son of Abbas Khan, the freebooter, were attributed to
personal influences mainly connected with the imprisonment of Abbas
Khan (see infra). The Alahiwals were thereupon closely blockaded.
In February 1879 Arsala Khan menaced the border at the head of a large
gathering, but, being threatened by the Swatis of Pakli, he retired and
dispersed his followers. In 1880 the Alahiwals gave in and surrendered
the Hindus captured at Battal. The attitude of Arsala Khan, who estab-
lished his authority in Alahi, then became for some time more satis-
factory.

In 1887 the Mada Khel Miyans, who live at the head of Alahi, made
a raid on pastures on the mountains on the Bogarmang border and carried
off cattle worth several thousand rupees. During the Black Mountain
expedition of 1888 Arsala Khan and the Alahi jirga were summoned to
attend the British camp to make satisfaction for this and for the raid on
Battal in 1878, as yet unpunished. Lenient terms were offered to them ;
but, as Arsala Khan remained obdurate, a force crossed from Nandihar to
Alahi by the Gorapher route on the Chaila range and burnt Pokal.

Arsala Khan’s predominance in Alahi was challenged by his rival,
Bahadur Khan of Shakargah. After desultory fighting a truce was patched
up, but Arsala’s power and influence received a serious check. Simulta-
neously his attitude towards Government became more friendly. Arsala
Khan has steadily refused to make submission or to visit British territory,
but he was informed in 1891 that the British Government no longer had any
claim against him personally, and the hope was expressed that he would
continue to be friendly and restrain his followers. He is now an old man,
nearly blind and most of his work has fallen into the hands of his son,
Ghazi Khan, The treaty between Arsala Khan and Bahadur Khan still
holds, but the two chicfs are not on the best of terms.  Of late the attitude
of the Alahiwals has been friendly and they have given no trouble. During
the summer they carry on a considerable trade with British territory, and
have thus every inducement to keep the peace.
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Nandihar.—Nandihar borders on the Hazara valley, of Konsh, between
Agror and Bogarmang. For some years prior to 1877 this frontier was
infested by a band of outlaws under a noted freebooter, Abbas Khan. In
that year the gang was broken up, and Abbas Khan was captured in
British territory and imprisoned.

The Swatis of Nandihar belong to four sections—Khan Khel, Dodal,
Panjghol, and Panjmirai. The leading Khan, Ghulam Khan, so